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DEAR EEEKEEPING FRIENDS,

As 1 type this newsletter, the nolsz of sleect falling on our metal roof of
the farm house, makes our TO degree weether in Janunary seem zo long ago. What a
strange combinatlon of weamther patterns we have to contend with in Missouri!
Yet the birds are singing of =pring, and by the time you read this, we 211 will
be thinking of; or in the midst of our spring beekéeping chores. Host of us
have our queens arriving in four weeks, sec there iz alot to do between now and
April, T hope all of you are careful in selsction of Queen Breeders. If in
doubt please csll Joe Francks at 314-751-2L4562

In this issue, please take time to read the reprinted article frum Speedy
Bee concerning the requests for refunds of Honey Board assessmenta. Troy Forse's
article has explained the legislation that created the National Heéney Board in
such a way that I can underztand it bvetter. I do not wani to sze the operation
of the Honey Buard Jeopardized in any way. I feel that we have availsble an
inexpensive way for the sales of heney to increasss for both the commerecinl
beekeeper and the hobbiest beekeeper, in the Netional Honey Board..-If the
Honey Board's aperating incom= is teken away by the refund system now allowed,
we a1l will looss. Pleage read the article apd make up your own mind; then
{41l out the questionnaire

7 you believe in the National Honey Board, write them and let them know
that you support their work, Better yet; if vou went to be on their msiling
liats, & gmall contribution of %5 or $1D would cover thelr mailing and printing
costs. For any honey producer who puts thelr honey in the USDA loan program, an
asgsessment of 1¢ a pound is sutomatically sent to support and fund the National
Honey Board. About 11% of these people gre requesting refunds of their mgsessments.
I'd like to know if the other commodity groups, such as The Dairy Board and the
Potato Board hed problems with refunds of asssssments.

HAPPY EASTER!I!

Artwork compliments of The National Honey Board
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The Ferewerd
. By Troy H. Fore, Jr

W, persons closely connected with the National Homey
soand are becoming increasingly concemed about the: requests
ar refunds of Honey Board asscssments.

In Indianapolis, Dwight Stoller told the business meeling of the
Sederation thal “refunds are the biggest threal® to the Honcy
1oard. The remarks of Dwight, who is seerelary-treasurer of he
foncy Board, came in the midsiof a debate on 3 resolution that
vave suppon ta Jegislation o end the refunds.

The relunds have been a bone of contention from the begin-
. The original dralls of the legistation that would eventually
2o ihe Tloney Board ereated did not inclutle refunds. The refund
Srovision was inserted (o satisfy the powers-that-were in the De-
pariment of Agriculiuee. [t was USDA policy. the proposers were
oid, thiat Wic assessmems be voluntary. A decision was made: go
along with USDA policy to get the Department's support for the
legislation, Now, apparently, USDA policy ltas.changed.

Now. seeond thouplits are developing aboud thal deeision., Re-
funds for 1988 e cxpecicd 10 ameunt to about 11.5 percent of
the year's assessiments. Warse, ey threalen io undcrmnine: sup-
pont for Lhe program, Some refunders. have been vecal, virlually
braeging o others who are net recliming their asscssments,
hiore than pne of die loyal supperters muost bewondering il he is
being pfayed for a sucker: "Why shiould 1 lsave my money. &,
whenso-and-so gol his refund and is buying a new truck?")

Tiv siddition, the refunding process is 2 paperwoik nightmare. wWé
ace ol Trozessing the refunds is exiremely time-consaming and
requites shuflling an humense amount ¢l data: Further, the (hreat
of ~pying refunds forces the NHE mansgement.to spend’a loof
fy . politicking., whes the cfforis could go (owand arranging
foncy promotions, Along this ling, in Tudianapolis, onc Toyal as-
sessment-payer complained: “T pay mry @sscssment 10 promioic
honcy: 1 don't want my mency used (0 administer refinds for
somcone else.” '

Atone time, pulilicity aboul the refunders was thoaght to beat
{91 2 partial answer, Repealing ihe Department fine, the MNHB
has held i the refund information is confidential. Tiie details
dbwtit individual refunds arc nol released, except in the aggregate.
Sinve the enabling legislalion irsell docgn’t proteed the informa-
ienin Mismannaer, 1 filed a Freedom of Information Actrequest,
ax g joumalist, Tor the refunders namesand amount of refunds.

Aftera lot of hassle, it scemed T would finally be given ihe in-
formation. Then several poinis surfaced to clowd the waltees. For
some reason, 45 yol uncledr to me; the Depasiment was holding
(lat informatinn on importer refunds was diffcrent than informa-
tinn on producer vefunds. There was no way | would piublicize
onirand not the other.

Anothes point was more disconceriing: Scveial people, whose
apinion I respected, bezan fo-wonder il publicizing ihe refunds
el liave an affect apposite to s desired effect. Would somg
peaducrs, who would olherwise Rol fequst a cefond, do so in
i Give of e “Hireat" 1o publicize ticir namcs? Would they as.
sumie an "Il show you!" alfiwsde?

(Quitc nawrally, dic leaderstiip of the” Honcy Board was less
thzn overjoyed at the prospects of my gaining sccess lo his in=
formution. They had been telling tic refunders this was all confi-
dential, "These peopie-will fecl the Honey Board misled them,”

waricl. } ied not 1o be concemed abgut this; USDA had
aone the misleading, if any was done.)

What really caused me (o withdraw my Frecdom of [aforma-
lion request was the wlk of dealing with the refunds through
legislution. Discussions began to lake this tum late last year. [

L

]

decided that 1o pursue the request af Uis time wonld furiher complicate
an alveady complex issue. I backed off to give the process tme 1o in-
cubalz,

1hoped a clear girective would come from the anaual conventions as
to what should be done about the refunds. Instead, the Honey Producers,
who adopted a "hands-off” attitude during the birth of ihe Honey Board,
came out. against a change in the refunds, while the Federation, largely
the creziers of the Hongy Board, voled 1o suppor achange.

Wiiat the Fediration resolution did not do was 10 say how Lhe refunds
should be ended. Should an atiempt bg made o effect an immedials
change? Or should (he change come at referendum time?

i think this subject nesds broad input; so, I am giving you all this
backgronnd. T also want you o give me your feelings on the refunds by
lilling oul the guestionnaire on this page,

MORE COWN SINERATIONS

Before you £0 1o the guestionaaire, more explanations are in order.

First, the Honey. Board law requires 2 referendum a1 the end of five
years to rensw the program. Unless producers and imporiers re-approve
the program, iLwill stop in 1991, Baring any changes, the voie 10 Fenew
will probably be held in cardy 1991.

Mow, the Congress has the legal authosity 10 change the law befare
1991. A chauge could become elfective wilh a reférendum, o it could
become elfcclive immediately, without g vois, Somé other commodity
boards have ended their refunds, arc holding the requesied refunds in es-
crw, and will vole alier a period of iime. It the voie is negative, the re-
funids will be released; if positive, they will be used for promotions.

W could follow this same process. Assuming Congress would autho-
rize it, (he ifoncy Board could stop paying oul sefunds afler this year.

“The final decision could come with the 1991 referendum.

Alternatively, we conld seck legislation that would call for an sarly
refetendunm, porhaps even this year, on the refund question. This refer-
endum eonld also renew to the program for five more years -- or even
longez. There hias also been 1alk of changing the law to do away wilh the
"sunsel" provision, leaving on the-petition methed of ending the pro-
gram,

ASSESS PACKERS?

To furiher complicate matters, there is talk of assessing packers along
with producers and imporiers. The Honey Producess resolution called for
ihis; the Federation didn"t formally consider this oplion,

Originally, the assesasment wis 10'bs onc-half from the producer, one-
hall frone the packer, It was thought. this would greatly complicate the
colleciion procedures, and the fecling was that the packess would take
\hcir assessment qul of 1he price paid lo producers anyway, 50 it was
dropped. Now the idea has resurfaced. _

Theoretically, the Hongy Board is producer-dominated. Thers is some
consitleration 1o incraasing the' packer representation in exchange for the
packer assessment, Some fegl this would not be necessary; some would
oppose any increase in packes representation.

IF yue are snlficiently confused, please attempt o colject your thoughs
and record them on (he gucstionnaire. B won't be sciemilic, by any
‘means, bul it will be food For thought. We will compile your [ESPONSES
and prepare an asticle; We will also make the resulis avzilable (o the
WIIB and those industey leaders pondering assessments and such mal-
Lers:
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SPEEDY BEE POLL
Whal about these Honay Board refunds?

Complate and return this questionnalre to make your views
I kinowm. 1P yms wish, you may uees = photocopy. NOTEN 17 yen
dwant ta remaln znshymoues, Fessyvs your mailing nddress from
the reversa of this fora., 4

e Which of theegs stetesents most nenrly statem your
Epalings about ths National Honmy Board and its progras of
‘promoting honay through swsessmantes an dommetical ly-producad
‘and Isported honey'’s "

f 1 I do net support She Honoy Ecard progran bhEcaus:
. IGe to uaesticn No. B3

t 71 wuppert bthe Honay Bosrd progem, bubk | fesl the refund
I provision should be romoved from Yhe Honey Doard law.

) f wuppert the Honey Board program as 1t in sith
‘producers and (mportery sklie to file for refunds because __

- TBo to Suestion No. B

12, T4 you Favor sndipg ¢he refundm; rank thess possible
scanarice that would mnd the rofunds: (Nusber thes 1 ta S,
wonk accwptabisw ta Iszat.)d ;

"¢ ) 'Bhd thae refunds =z moonm ss y@gelly poestble = without
a vota. : )

't 3 End the refunde =s mpon 2 lwgally pooeible -— bul not b
befors & vote. )
) Ep@ the rufunds sz seen es Jogelly pewsible, but hold

them ln eszrow peading 2 vatw =- in 19917 oy
{ 3 Let the refunds =ontlnue Ehrough the 1991 votag changs
the lzw so the renswed progrem will net include refundp. -
4§ 'y Have two vores in 1971ir Ope to centinue the program &s
ig. On= to snd refunds. "

3. Do you Faver assessipg ths honey packera (handlers) on

aoma bazfe?l INo, { }Yas, J fover sscessing them § J30R
l'as much as they zellezt from producera, [ JEgoally as much
&e thay celivct from producarey { 10¢ .t

i 4. 1¢ the packeru ape asseosed, should they be glven sore
seats on the Honey Board? ¢ iVam ¢ INe

S: Bhould the Heonwy Suard program contlavae s be Lrought to
the produsers and {mpertars Far a renaval vote svery §lve
ymarn? { }Yem ¢ iio

&. Do you feel publicizing the names of those who are N
qutting refunds would diasgourage rafunde? ¢ Mas U INg

7. Ba you favor publivizing the names? ( I¥es [ INo

Anmwer Eheue quastiond aboul ysur sperational

8. 1 am primerily a | IPrsducar { JPacker ( YImportoyr
4 ID%hery

9. My annual Honey Boerd sswessmant s abouk €

1 10. Over the past Etwo yeers (1987 snd 1988), 1 Gave

1 requegted refunds of zbaut . % vf my asgesamentss =
_ ]
118+ I plan %o request refunde amounting ke approdlmately ‘
% of my 1989 nopasnmsntse
i2. 1% you have requeated rofunds, or plan to regusst
rafunds, whyn _ _

Name (optional) Stete

Mail to The Speedy Bee, Box 998, Jesup, Ga 31545
A\
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S CORNER

Joe Solt has been 1ill for the past month. He is recovering from surgery
and is doing well. We expect to see him presiding at the MSBA Spring
Meeting on March llth. He was unabie to write an article for thig newsletter,
but will glve you “"double coverage' next issue;plus the resulta from the
two survey's we conducted in 1988, '

He would like you to gtart planning for the State Falr this BIM’.?!'. Income
from the honey booth supports the programs for this organizstion apd keeps
our dues low. We 2lways need beskeepers to werk at the honey booth . A

new issue of the Honey Producers' Directory published with funds from MSEA

and AgriMisgourl will be priated thiz swmmer. The dea.ﬂl..'u.ne for cofrections
and additions for this directory 1s April 1, 1989. Please contact Joe Solt,

Joe would elso like to know of anyone willing to glve ame time to MSBA
this next yeer ass an officer. There will possibly be two positions open next
year, We will need candldstes for Vice-President and possibly S"ecrq1i:ary.
Secretary Jim Thaxter would like to retire after giving about 8 yewrs of hie"
time. I

RN H K N X N R EH WU E R W N W W H KWW N R R RN
AGRIMISSOURT IEGISLATIVE BUFFET
Migsouri State Beekeepers Assoclation takes an active part as & commodity

group in Migsouri. In the past.we have provided honey for the Governor's
Conference in December, and the Legislabive Buffet in March., Our purpoge is
to promote honey and favorable legisletion for beekespers. This year we
decided to combine efforts with the Commercial Rabbit Growers of Missouri.
We will provide honey for Rabbii Bar B Q, and a sauce for Rebbit Npggeta.
Some recipes will be Included slse-whers in this newsletter. The National

Honey Board is helping us with table signs and posters.
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UI.S. HOKEY PRODUCTION DOWN 7 PERCENT

hongy pfayactipn im 1EER frpr LS, promder_é, with Q%

t or more Siuves totalet 212 million pounds, down 7
pzreend frox 188T7. Thers were 3.2 million colenies 4]

troducing mongy, dows slightly from 1887. vield the U.S. lewel are darived by waighting siate
pies colony avgraged B6.4 pounds, down froo 71.1 average prices by Stats ‘guentities scld. Lower
pouncs im 1387, Eolonies that produced in nore prices for amber honeys mantrituted the most ta the
tien: one state were counted in each state, and ¢ slightly lowsr a2ll hoday prices in 1988,  All
yields may os understated. Producer honey stocks governmant payments and }@gns made Lo producers are
were 31.2 millign pounds on December 15.  Some extluded from the honey grices published in this
states rad excellent production while production in annual Tepntt. N

ather states suffered from drought and disease. _ ) _
Honey productipn im Missouri totales 2,4 million

Prices for the 1988 honey crgp averaged 50.71 cents pounds for 1988, up 2% ”ﬁerce‘nr from last year,
per pounds, douwn 0.2 cents from the 1987 price of Missouri produckrs receiysd an average price of 53
50.3% cents per pound. Horiey prices are Gased on cents per pound; uwp 11 cents from 1987. The value
retall sales by producers and sales mede to private of Missouri's honey ppeduction wes $1,418,000
procsssors and co-ops. Prices for each celor at compared to $836,000 in %QB o

, HONEY PRODUCTION, 1988

. . Colonies Yield per ~ Honzy Stocks Ausrage \alue of

_Area of ‘Bees Colany Praduction Dec. 15 ~Price/lb Praduction

~thous.~ ~lbs.— ) -“thousand 1bs.-{-ﬁa —cen;::—- -thous. 'dglé.—
fickansas 25 &7 1,875 1 854
Tilinois 28 &g 1,832 638 i 1,488
Towa 49 129 6,321 1 ;580 4G 3,034
Kansas 42 BB 2,898 318 114 1,275
Missouri 30 80 2,400 1,008 =8 1615
United Sistes 3,86 BB 44 211,511 31,172 50,1 1/ 107,151

HONEY PRODUCTION, 1987

Colariias Yield pet ' Honey Stocks: - Ruvgrzone 2 1
T nf fens __plony Proow tion Nec, 15 Py 17'[1-:;9?1_1_, P‘ii:fl::j;t?fm
-thause— -1hs .- -thausand 1hs, - —CERLS- —ERous, dol.—

Arhansas 29 B9 2,001 200 45

I.] linois ) 5 o100 T déé‘ 1. ?,gg

Towa 4 103 1,532 1,314 E8 2’629
Ramsas 48 =y 2,348 829 a4 g

M ssourd an 85 1,950 156 47 -S,”!,‘
United States 3,160 7.1 278,822 33,094 _ BT 1/ 115,355

T - 3 -

1/ Ueighted by sales,

BEESWAX USED TO SOFTEN SKIN From Osanic Gaplning, October 1988

_If a hands on approach to gardening, housework or beekeeping leaves your skin stained or dry,
treat it with a moisturizing cream: i

4  tablespoons of strained, freshly squeezed lemon juice

2 tablespoons of liquid lecithin

2 tablespoens of olive oil

1 tablespoon of beeswax.

_ Put the lemon juice in the top part of an old stainless steel double bailer, or in 2 stainles
steel bowl inside a kettle containing a few inches of water, not enough (o submerge the bowl. As the
kettle warms over low heat, shave the wax into the lemon juice. When the wax has melted, slowly add
the lecithin, stirring all the while (be sure to use a stainiess steel spaan). Sl-m%y add the oil as you
continue to stir. Then remove the mixture from the heat and continue stirring as it solidifies. Cover
and refrigerate, using the same stainless steel container,
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Honey Producers Hold 20th Annual Con ueh:.tiOn

With sboul H0 peoplé on hanl,

the Americen Homey Froducers
Associmlon held lu 20h P |
cenvention in Little Rock, Ats,
Jgm 10-14.

Re-elwed  esident  wee
Richard Adee of Brucs, So. Dak:
Terry Cole of Dosqua Fomm, N.
., wan re-glesled vice presidant.

Ray Chascey of Dayioq, Texas,
wht nunc teeremry of the SIgR
Tiziiion, saking over duties which:
b been handicd by Mr Adee’s,
seerciany.

In g butmew moating e
AP apjroved ite resslition snd
palicies, incluling 2 swmment of
goals, mhich ditecs e officer:
fnll memibera 10 eaoblish nppos
with membess of Congress aml
clarily wiity iliem the homey Bed
pollistioR: siory, 10/ open up linss
of commusication with the Ad-
winistmgon, 16 osids e funds
pecessary for e 1983 AHPA pro-

prim, dad 1o work witioalier or

Giher tesgifitions. cr paiicies fa-
cliler

WORKING for & good s
wioriubls hongy price stppart pre-

geam,

REQUESYTING USDA-ASCS
W vl willl e indusuy 1o cor-
rect mry reguisiions et ¢Eie 8
bausdihip on beskespers wha foe-
foin thai hemey @ USDACCL,

RECOMMENDING  the  ro-
maval of Mol seurce B & detor-
mmng factor fee eligitilivy for o
Toncy-loan program, kaving aaly.
“Cullr 10 determing i fpan 7ale,

RECOMMENDEING ihe  cOf-
rectios of incquities asul vielalons
thay exisa i iptermntional tmdisg
. of honey 2meng owr micst fnvorcsd

nalion uating punics,

ASKING the sapyointncnt of &
mcmber of thie horicy ingusuy o
tho Agriculums Policy Advisory

Cumained for Triade,
KRECOMMENDING  impeont

dutics and ‘quotas for honcy that

woulll 2o domesiic bomsy 10.be.

| WIEIDE

_,:u:_\pcﬁﬁ'vq in \he open ke,
reducing e cost of G peice sup-

IWORKING D chiain o fighy
glluiaos 1o enable producerd W0
makey Epney ihrough the Buys
Vs peogra 1= lew ol Tefating,
fesmy 1o USDA-ECL

BECOMBMENDING haf FDA
gse the mume rufes o imporisd

“homey that & cusrcutly teiang ap-

plizad 10 domestic foney. _
RECONMENDING thut indi-
yidoalz besed in the United Staies
znd Baving £pecific markel knovi-
edyeal each ol the countrie Lar-
peted foc sxpast masketing by the
Plagapal Nsasy Bnard be gongid-
cred for o pasition on ihe NHE
Expo:l Commilice,

SUPPORTING changs e U
Wousy Boas logisinlion: .

Mo limis enick tmponer’s fefund
4o i same pescent rtio of e
ducots’ refunsis o dosmestc s
“ieRmeny

o assesh nackirs equally with
Frodecess tod lmporess, provided
iz preokers” refundo ure limiied in
the sume mesmes &5 bnpasters’,

Sironfily opposing the comavl
o refund provisions,

Oppesing ey effor 1 reped o7
Shange the Soyeer zfzrendum pro-

RECOMMENDING sy
enforcement 'of the spesific ¢our-
sy o anigin lebeling of booey and
proeinent display on the label ,nd

' o

T

honcy i stores i Bring 8 eivil

gl BgmsL non-complying pack-

e i RCESSETy )
ENCOURAGING the sppoint-
ment end funding of & USDA
chismisy 10 comluznl primary ©-
scarch 00 the propertics of hoacy.
RECOMMENDING Uik
USDA-ARS give rescarch om var-
e -mites and tuclicsl mites the
highest priority. designation and
ihese progams Lo fully

timt
unded,
HEQUESTING EPA/10 Inme-

ity Eoenss Muvalinats & core
pirable chemicyls for poznd 1sa
segistruiion md Ahat_the Trgisian
ficn Includs apprepeiae mile-frea
cenifieming  olier  gEescribed
trozinesnt )

ARCOMMENDS thil USDA-
AES crnmeree résiich immeds
atety fop wax mat) Roauol

OFPOSING my dapepilation

s ot e ceatrel of ua-

chend of warmoa miwes, bul Te-
quesing sdeguue Indemeifcauon!
il onopulation i3 uwsml by =
BgANCYy-

RECOMMENDING i) stascs

would restrict g free movemenl
of bzes pd bea equipment besss
of & mia infesmtisn,
ENCOURAGING USBA fo
Bring in srperimenul bes gl
from loreimy counuies, if fouad b2
b peaslinint (o vapos and tacheal
salcs, snd zakzosg it 1 the-bee in-
dugtry for reading. )
URCUNG pate zad pdoal gove
cmmentg 1o codloel taseting dils
on ol cumeit bag Fochs in fecat
of possiile Alvieanized oncy bee
{nfsustion to determins i poles-
fiz) impmect i AND an polliaduen,
kongy presdaction, ond e

TsRL

RERCOMRENDE USDA, olwy
iageacics, mu the medig feca-
nwe e e of e Bar iller
" fy describing AHIL

URGING USDA-APHIS W
continig o work with 1u: Technk-
gl Commiiise feet  Aditcinized
Hancy Bees s Pzsliic Micn ko
divalop end implement proceduines
g will ullow contimisd Incalls

pad  wernaionsl  CommErCS in

boet with minisaal distuption duo

$o'yerva FRiles ool the sapecied

nmrival G5 ABR. "
BECOMMENDING strict 2a-

foiemmt of ihe Wliel guidslines
for. symlyihg hacsdons pesticides

) VimIvILIEVLS i shiion:continue w be fully
Wi pggeessively to wescind ull e S :
laws, rubes ool agalEEns R , Bt e Wisshington ievel.

1989 MEMEERSHIP
RENEWAL TIME

On the leat page of
this newsletter is
an application form,
Msy lst is the cut
off date for this
yeer. It is alot
of work tc delete &
neme from the news=
letter yoster, and
month or two later.

such £g Foaneap-hd, Forden, e,
o reduce bee Lills, _ ;
OPFOSING U claring ur
buming of honsy: pland’ such '@

tarndrick sad mesguite by govem-

mend ugencics, resuliing in Joss of
bes posture. 4
EMDORSING the icasy bes
e mational inssct
SUPPORTING Lhs Compiilive
Resewrch Granls Program andt iha
adiition of & "heraficinl Insecly™
rescanchers i ﬂm‘l{ikﬂ' funds,
RECOMMENDING that tha
Extension Apicitierisl pai

i

O WK E R K E R E
HONEY FACT KIT

The National Honey Board's
full-eolor fagtual honey kit
is now avallsble. The kit
features four pages of art
work of the many products
thet use honey as an ingredient,
The kits are syaileble for
$b,00 each frem:
The National Honey Bogrd
21 21st §%. #203




NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Relesse |

AMERICAN BEEKEEPING FEDERATIGN :

Contact: Troy Fore - 912-427-8447

500 Attend Federation’s indianapelis Convention

Blessed by 2 week of unseasonably mild
weather; the American Beeketping Federn-
lion’s 45th annueal convention was attended by
over 300 people as it met in Tndisnapolis, Tan;
20-25,

The Federation retumed it full slite of offi-
cialk ta office: Reg Wilbanks of Claxton, Ga.,.
was re-glecied 1o his second term, as was Vice
Pregident Bob Brandi of Los Banos, Calif.

The Board of Directors re-clested Pat Astor
of -Memgphis, Tenn., and David ‘Sendberg of
Fergus Falls, Minn,, to their second two-year
terms on ' the Executive Comminee, They re-
join John Heefeli of Mcomte Vista, Colo., Alan
King of Merion, Mo, Dak., and Bill Shearman
of Wimaume, Fla. on the commitiee and-Past
President Rendall Johmson of Nampn, Idshe.,

Crowmed a5 1989 American Honey {uesn
was Naomi Gunter of Tovwner, No. Dak, She
is. the dmighier of Jane Clunter mnd the late
Larry Guntet. & formier prasidentiof the Feder-
ation. Named 1989 Americom Honey Princess
was Jill Malhiss of Henomelsiown, Pe. She iz
the daughier of Stawart end Carol Mdthing,

[rits business meeting, the Federation took
& stand: i Eavor of lagisistion that womid end
the refinds of the National Heney Board as-
sessrmenits. After heering thet "refmds are the
higgest thweal o the National Honey Bourd,"
the manual business meeting approved a 1eso-
lution that put it onvezord 1o "support legisls-
tion to abolish refunds of asséssmerirs."”

The resolution included no specifie dires-
ton 1o the officers as he desired memns lo
camy oul ihe resolution, but in ite session the
following morming, the Board of Directors di-
reeied the executive commitiee 0 begin ds-
veloping plams to carry out the resoiution, but
(he Directors said that the executive commit-
tec was 1o us€ judgement in/the timing of their
action,

In #dopling snother resolution =long the
same lines, the Federation called for changes
in the Honey Board's enabling legislation to
§pell out how refimds could be made o im-
porters. The promatess of the legislation had
intendéd that each imporier could get arefund
of that portion of his assessment equal, &3 &
perientage, 1o the percéntage of total domestic
assessments paid as refunds to producers,

However, the U.S. Deparonent of Agricul-
‘ture has'ruled that the legislation says that the
percentage of domestic refunds must be ap-
plied fo the importer assessments 25.= whole
and that (e resulting "importer refund fimd"”
must be made available o these impeorters re-
‘questing ‘relunds. The result is that the im-
poriers requesting refunds are able o gel mere
of thewr asdessments back then they would
have under the other interpretation,

In four tesolutions adopted, the Federdtion
secks lo improve the position of the ULS.
honey producer in infermational trade. One
calls forcontimued cfforts to obiain relicf Fom

-commod:ity.m .

imporied honey through incressed import du-
Hes, quotss, wnd/or mon-tariff bmricrs and
throngh cooperstion with other agriculnaral
sommodity groups fighting imports.

The high teeiffs on honey importa to other
ccimiries was the subject of & second resolu-

tion, which called for work throtigh the GATT

telies 0 get them refuced) The Utrd trade
migusure asks the appomtment of & member of
the Tioney industry 1o the Agricolmml Policy
Advizory Commitiee for Trade.

The fourth resclution seeks the inchusion of
honey on the Forsiga Agricultwe Servics's
list-of commodities encountering unfair trad-
ing practices, making available Commiodity
‘Creditt Corporation stocks of hemey for export
assisiancs,

In & resolution dealing with bes trade, the
Federation is valling for salizs shour the Cana-
dian ban on U.S. bez impora ag part of the
Cansdizn/Anmericen Feir ‘Tred= Agreement.
The resolution held that this ban would be in
viclation of ths FTA if the propossd federal
VEITOR guacanting ks put into place: _

A resoluiion sesking to Tibezalize the 1.8,
nules on imports of bees inte this couniry waz:
defeatsd, bit proponenis indicated they would
be back nexr year with a-more palatable ap-
praachito the impartetion of stock for breed-
ing purposes.

Other resolutions sdopted, inchuded:

SUPPORTING continuation of the honey
Iozn program in the new farm billl

URGING wembers to coniribute in the
legislative fand,

OFFERING t5 host & mseting of die Tri-

Country Commities of Africanized Honey

Bees and Parasitic Mirzs in 1590 or 1991.
THANKING the Extension Service for its
Federal Extension Apiculturist post and ask-

idng that it b2 give permment funding and

RECOMMENDING  that the affected

‘beskeepers Be indemnified fairly and justly

for any colany depopulation caried out as a
means of pest control and recognizing that the
Federation is opposed to depopulation,

WORKING with USDA b improve the
blends of honey being distributed through the

RECOMMENDING that USDA appropri-
‘ate funds for 8 "Beneficial Insect” category in
the Competitive Reseerch Grants Program.

REQUESTING USDA-ARS to conduct
research aimed at the control or elimination of
the wax moth.

URGING rapid action from the Environ-
mental Protection Agéncy on genersl use Ta-
beling of chemicals for control of vamoz
mites, including Apistart and Amitraz.

SUPPORTING the miles developed by ihe
Varroa Mite Negotiated Rulemeking Advisory
Committee for APHIS and urging APHIS to
add an experienced spiarist to its staff and to

have s experiericed apiarist involvad in all
honey bes projects. .

REQUESTING USDA-ARS to meintais,
25 much as pospible, o broad apiculturel re-
search program which imcludes varrog mite,
Africanized bees, tracheal mits, chalkbrood,

‘pesticide toxicity to bees, integrated pest

manigement, way moth, and crop pollination.
CONTINUING 1o, study the feasibility of
establishing & "National Bee Act" dimed at

‘eliminsting the cenfusion and disparity which

exist berween the various states® bee laws.

SUPPORTING the designation of the
honey bee o3 the. national insect and urging
members to commumicate their support to
Congress.

SEEKING thy cooperation of the Ameri-
can Farm Bureay and others in calling to-
gether o panel of experts in various fields to
examing the likely impaetl of the arrival of
African bess of yaricus aspects of American
fife.

ASKING USDA to continue stpporting
mnd fimding the 77,8, /Mexico Integrated Pro-
Ject on Africanizes bees.

ASKING USDA-ASTS o delete herbi-
cides from #ts 'list of acceptable practices for
the cantrol of nop-noxious weeds on set-aside
lend,

ENCOURAGING USDA to appoint and
fund 2 chemist to conduct primary rescarch on
the propenties of homey, o
~ WORKING with USDA-ASCS to sstab-
lish & blue ribban panel of honey packers and
producers to evaluste the list of {loral sources
of honey eligible for honey Toams.

SUPPORTING the production of g video,
o' educete: grammar school students on- the

-honey bee and honey bes products.

_+As has been its practice of several years,
ths Federation approved a' list of Continuing
Objsctives for the organization mnd its mem-
bership, incioding:

“Working to stop honey adulteration,

-Condicting  beekeeping operations to
minimize tmnecessary. public exposure to
honey bess.

-Maintaining the highest standards of
mainiznance and sanitation in honey produc-
tion and handling.

-Cooperating with other ‘organizations 1o
fusther the goals of the beekesping industry,

-Promoting the use of legumes on set-aside
land, marginal farm land, land subject to ero-
sion, and land for wildlife habitat.

Working tlts:qnﬁh the ABF Research and

‘Technical Commitiee with USDA (o deter-

mine and secomplish research needs.
-Mainiaining and expanding honey promo-
tional -efforts through the American Honey
Queen Program. :
The compleis resolutions and Continuing
Objectives are availzble from the office of the
Federation, P.O. Box 1038, Jesup, GA 31545.



NEW BOOKS

A Book of Bees . . -
and How fo Keep Them

By Sue Hubbell
Bandom House, 168 pages, $17.95
Reviewed by Frank Levering
A writer and orchardist

in Orchard Gap, VA

"1 have never counted entries in a
major research library catalogue,” Sue
Hubbell writes, “bul 1 suspect more
has been written about bees than any
other animal with which we share the
planet.”

Itabbell is & former university li-
brarian who for the last 15 years has
been a beekesper, on a 100-acve farm
in the Missouri Ozarks, An OMITIVOTOUS
reader who harvests and sells honey
From 30 hives, Hubbell i stranger to
nefther books nor bees.

As this book demonstrates, this
“middle-aged ‘woman in baggy white
averalle,” called “Bee Lady” in her
conununity, i an engaging writer. She
adds an infornied, often elaguent vaiee
o thie swarm of writers, from Aristotle
to K. B. Whité, wha have gelebraled
bees. Yeb oie enters thid book as most
ayguld enter a beeyard, with consider-
able misgivings. Save for the entomolo-
gists among 0s, the prospect of reading
168 pages oo bets and :

nat Likely tostic up niel of » buzz,

Her pigquant style, however, is -as
enticing as blackberry blossoms Lo her
heess ~Fur 4 long. long time, for nearly
40 yeurs, I never had any bees. | can't
think why. Everyone should bave two
oF thsee liives of bees, Bees.are easier to
kecp than a dogoreat., .« They can be
kept anywhere. A well-known New
York City publisher keeps bees on the
terrace of his Upper East Side pent-
house, where they happily work the
Aowers in Centval Park.”

She hias oitf attention. She is able o
hold it because the truth is, keeping
hées is certainly not vasier than keeping
adog or cat. Her own evidence under-
scores this odd contradiction in her
book. Aside from being wild; bees are
rémarkably com phicated creatiires; and
what beekeepers do is a good deal more
invalved than the simple word “keep”
Snggesis.

| beckeeping is |

..9- .
. f

With otir famous American passion
for experts, even lhose readers who
‘never have done anything. mere with
bees than swat them will find this book
a honeycomb of information, In four
chapters that cover the seasons, Hub-
bell writes lucidly of such beckesper
basics as how lo distract bees with
smake, how to capture a swary, ow
to handie queen bees, and how to ex-
tract honey from combs.

On Lhe subject of honey, she is char-
acteristically wry:

“There are other animals whe like
honey in addition tu Dees. Ants, cock-
roaches and wasps get into beehives to
eat it whep they can. So do pigs, bears
or any ofher animals with a sweet
tooth, Humans are the most skillful at
taking te honey from the bees — and
they like ta spread it on hot biscuits.™
 This ¥ a writer who knows the
beauty as well as the logic of bus-
bandry, whose attention to one place
and one apimal magically suggests the
whole big hive of life. As the saying
went in the 20's, Sue Hubbell is the
bee's knees. (From Chicago Tribune,

10113/88)

Botulism and Honey

By Andrew Matheson

MAF Apicultural Congultant, Tauranga

Baotuiism has again been linked ta
honey as a health risk forinfants. This
latest scare hes affected some Mew
Zealand exportars, aspecially those
shipping honey te Japan:

The link between botulism, and
honey was made in the lale: 1970s,
althiough until now we haven't heard
miuch about it in New Zezland:

Botulism is a type of food poisoning
Lhal {5 very rare but also very sefious:
depending on the exac! strain of the
diseese up o 50% -of affected people
may die. The polsoning resuits froma
toxin produced by the bactenum Clos-
tridium botulinum. This toxin is said
16 be one of the mosl poisonous sub-
stances known; one gramof il could kill
over 14,000.000.000 average-sized
humans

" The bacterium Ciostridium botuli-
num is very commor and oeclr's near-
ly everywhere, including on the raw
vegetables we sat: The spores have
been regarded as harmless le humans,
as they can't germingte inside our in
testinal tracts. We only comiract
botulism when we eat foods in which
the bacteria have aurvived cooking,
then produced toxin before being eal-
en. Borulism is usually associated with
Faulty preserving or canning, sspecial-
ly of vegetables, meat or fish. (The word
comes from the Latin botulus for
sausage.)

In 1976 all these ideas changed. It
was foundthat the batullsem loxin could
be produced afler spores were Irgest-
ed, but only in infants less than -six

months old. Their git florais less de:
veloped and the digestive tract is less
acid than in adults, Il is foplunate,
though, thal foxin productionin infants
alter spore Ingestion lakes place only
slowly, so the condition can be wreated
fairly successfully. Mortality raleis low:

When this story hit the alrwaysin the
US iy Lhe lale 1970s.a lot.of deleclive
work was pui into finding a link be-
yween Lhe aflected infants. Quite afew
had been fed honey, and some hoiney
sampleés were found 1o contain Clos-
tridium batulinum spofes. )

This caused a great stir in the US
honey industry, with suggestions being
made that honey containers should
have health warnings aboul infanl
feading. )

Since Lthen further studies have
shown that:

= 'Very litlle honey contains spores of
Clostridium botulinum (about 10% of
retail packsy

© The spores can be lound in plenty
ol other foed (including Lhe haney sub-
stitute carn syrup). Spores gre also
common in ojher substances ealen by
babies, such as soil and household
dust.

Thetypés of botulism found in honey
do occur in this countiy. bul no
botulism, has yel been found in New
Zealand honey. I you are asked for
documentatipn about 'C.lus;r.idium
botulinum for any of yourexports your
shouldcantact MAF s Lynfield office for
sampling and cerification,

THE NEW ZEALAND BEEXEEPER
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News Release
Pasional Honey Besird
o okrada 60112

N3TH233T
Fissimile 3037761172

February 10, 1982 For more information, contact:
Mary Humann
{303) 776~2337

BUSY BEES
FORNELL STUDY ANALYZES HONEY BEE POLLINATTCH

e N

The value of increased U.S. agricultural crop
yield and guality achieved by honey bee pollination was
$5.7 billion in 1985, according to a research study
conducted by Cornell University. The study was
conducted under a trust fund éstablished by the
National Honey Beoard with the USPA's Economic Research
Service.

The value of honey bee crop pollination is 68
times the combined sum of all pollination fees paid to
beekeepers (estimated at $60.9 million per year) -and
the cost of the federal honey price support program

(580,48 million in 1985) , the study reported.

Page 2 = Busy Bees
According to the study, more than twd million

cclonies of noney bees are rented annually for crop

pollination, a number which is considerably higher than

any previeusly published estimate.

wmany of the colonies are used on two different
crops in the same yeatr, and a small number even
pollinate three," the study reported. "Thus, about one
million volonies axe {nvolved, almost one-~third of all
beekeeper-managed colonies in the United States."

Many U.S. agricultuxal crops, including slmonds,
apples, melons, alfalfa, plum/prunes, avocados,
phiueberries, cherries, cucumbers, pears, sunflowers and
cranberries, are dependent uUpon OX derive increased
yields from honey bee pollipation. The study notes that
acreage and/or production have been increasing markedly
over the last 20 years for many of the major crops that
benefit from honey bee pollination.

The study, conducted by Willard §. Robinson,
Richard Nowogrodaki and Roger A. Morse of the
pepartment of Fhtemology at Cornell university is the
most current effort quantifying the value of
pollination services.

according to the USDA's Economic Research Service,
approximately one-thixd of the human diet is directly

or indirectly benefited by honey hee pallination.

The National Honey Board helped to fund the study
to gain current infarmaticn on the value of beekeeping
to society. "The beekeeping/honey industry provides a
critical link in VLS. agriculture," said Dan Hall,
manager of the Honey Board. "We want American consumers
ro understand the impertance of honey bees and

beekeepers. "
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ABETRACT OF A REPORT ON U.8. HONEY IMPORTS,
U.8. DEPARTHMENT OF AGRICULTURE, NOVEMBER, 1388.
(In Complianpe with Section 4502 of the
Bgriculturzl Competitiveness amnd Trade Rct of 1888)

Domestic honey production, honey bee colony nambers, and the
availability of pollination services have not declined despite the
significant increase in U.S. honey imperts in the 1980's. These
imports were used largely by packers and food manufacturers to
raplace the supply of domestic honey which was forfeited to the
U.S. government unnder the honey price suppert program. Honey
imports began replacing consumption of domestic honey in the early
1980%s because domestic honey prices, supported by high price
shpport leoan rates, wers no longer competitive with imports.
Diring this time, the honey price support program maintained
producers' income and domestic honey preduction, but  with
increasingly large program expenditures. Total U.S. government
outlays from 1980 to 1987 to acquire and dispose of nearly 500
million pounds of honey forfeited under the price support program
are estimated at $425.5 millien. With the inception of the lower
loan repayment option for the 1986 through 1988 honey crops, which
made the dom2stlc honey market more sompetitive,-honeylimpbrtS;have
haen reduced considerably. Even though loans made under the honey
price Support program increased from about 6,300 in 1985 to 11,300
in 1987, forfeiture rates have dropped from a high of 98% of loan
cnllateral for the 1984 honey c¢rop to 24% for the 1986 crop. Thus,
under the program provisions put inte place in 1986, imports have
declined, U.8. government outlays have been reduced, and production
and celony numbers have been maintained.

Technizal guestions about this study, or reguests for copies of
the report should be addressed to:

Dr. Frederie L. Heff
UISDA FERS, Ronm 1240
. 1301 New Yeork Avenue, HW
/ wWashington, DC 20005-4788
(202)786=-1883

N



Vecemkber 12, 1988

MisSouri State beekeepers Assn.
314 I'winmoore Urive:
Lallwin, MO 63011

Dear S1irs:

As a member of the Missouri Leekeeper's Association,
I would like to invite the Association to the 1989 Small
Farmers Gathering. Une of the purposes of this event is
Lo expose small farmers Lo ways that Lhey can increase
Lheir income: As a small farmer, the honey bee is
certainly helping us.

1 am of the opinion that this event would provide
an excellent place to promote beekeeping. Should you
cleck to come, 1 would ke willing Lo donate some hopey
For resale.,

The Small Farmeyr's Gathering will be held in Heolden,
Missouri on uctober 21 and 22. Should you have guestions
please contacl me. i

Sincorely,

. .
z%Appﬁ
-

Jim Counts

RKural Route 2
wWarrensburg, MU 64093
B16-747-8929

Aelron?

Powleds: Thu Jan 5, 419289 11:03 &M EST
Frums PRO.NOPIS.CHAMPATL . IL -

ey 3 ALL.PPG.USERS

Slyjs VHARROA MITE IN ILLINOIS

Msg: MGLJ-2735-8449

I1linols has compleled Lhe stalewide Varrvoa imidte survey and plans Lo canduct
an on going survey. To dale, six northern counties have heen found to be
infested. They are as follows: Cook Counlty, R apiaries (44 tolunieﬁ)} Lake
guunty, 1 = 18 colonies; LaSalle County, 9 - 263 coloniess HtHenry Caqnty
o= &Q colonied; Will County; 1 - 7 calonies; aml Winnebago Cuunly‘5 =48 r
Calombéss  FPlana are Lo Lreat Lhe 440 infested colonies witl Apiutan slirips.

Eugene Killion

HBelian? P g
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“Year of the Africanized Bee?

o take a quick break,

. Dom Martinez lofLhis
2 D slation counting ship-
ping cargo.on (he state-
run docks al Mabile,
Alabama, and stepped
outside the warchouse.
‘He logked up ava wali
and saw ahodl 200 bees:

Sinee olficials are aiways checking
e docks for pmporied inscets, Marti-
nez valled the Incal wice of USDA's
Ammal and Plant Health Inspection
Servitce.

T miinutes laten, Tlant Piotection
gind Quarantine Oificer Glen Landai,
who waw doing a moutine ship inspectinm
not far away, gnt a call over the iadio
attachicd i his Belt. The message:
s shle Alricanized bee mttiration.

Withm 5 minutes, he was thero. He
1ok s hee suit, insecticide, and nets
ot ol the back of his var and suited ap
[y &t 7

Juan Arands, s ARS studen! traince at
WWaslacn, Teuas, stans magnliled Images
of honey bee hody paris Inlo s.compuier.
The computer then ealeulates the proba-
Bllity that the bee was Africanized,
BRRW240-34)

As had happened the previons 8
times Africanized bees were stspected
to be in Mobile, Landau collected 100
of the bees in his net and Killed the rest
wilh spray—in case lhey were African-
ized. The dilference between this casc
and the others, however; is that this
lime—Scptember 26, 1988—African-
ized bees had found their way into the
United Siates: Over the nexL few weeks,
Landau and colleagucs would sct up
traps in-a 2-mile radius of the docks and
alest heckeepers in 4 10-mile radius of

‘the infiliration—all ta be on the lookout

for other bees.

‘But how did he know these were
Africanized bees and not the.average
domeslic European honey bees already
here? Affer all, the bees look the same,

He knew because he had senl the
100-bes sample; prcsened in zlcohol.
hy evernight express parcel service, (o
the: Beneficial Insects Laboratory in
Belsville, Maryland, That laboratory,
partof the Agriculturzl Re-
search Service, provides expon
identilfication of ‘Alfricanized
bees 24 hours aday, 7 daysa
weck, including bolidays.

At the iab, Steve Sheppard
and Robyn Glass used FABIS
(for Fast Africanized Bee Tdenti-
fication System) 1o check the
sample: FABIS was developed
by ARS" Thomas E. Rinderer
-and colleagues at the Honey Bee
‘Breeding, Genetics, and Physi-
ology Laboratory in Baton
Rouge; Louisiana

They mounted the forowings
of 10 randemly selected hees on
stides and projected them, €n-
larged, onto a scieen. They

the resilts against a chart of

each kind of bee. Theresull:
probably Africanized.
! S0 they wént on 16 step 2t a

i complele morphametic (hody
mm\ur‘mg) analysis.  They
micasured forewings, hind
wings. lund legs, and abdominal
sternums in many dillerent places and
angles, Tor a total of 25 separate meas-
wrements. Then they eatered all the
dfara into u computer, which gave them

measured the wings and checked

standard wing specifications for

S00T GAMAZINECORNELL UNIVERSITY.

-

L - H (Bt
l‘racticalh' ]mllstmgni-ﬂ:.;hl{- Trom
1heir l';lrrupe,m contsing, ATricun-
Lied hosey heesiare woled for
saragely defendiug their hives.

-a figure’ mdu,&um_ probabilivy of Afri-

¢anization—in this case, 99.4 mecnl
“That's prefty close to a definite yes™
Sheppard says. Healerted Landaw thit
the bees were Africanized.

The stiennsts at the lab have @
research plan to develop: new methls
ol distinguishing between the bwo kinds
of hees—methods that analyze malecu-
lar; chemical, and immuonological
differences. _

In facl, ARS has 4 locations with 11
‘scienlists conducting research ‘on the
Africanized beg. The goal of that
tesearch: to stop or slow the spread of
ilie bee northward into the United States
from Mexico and if that's not pessible,
(o learn how o cope with it..

HAesearch Gone Awry

‘The Africanized bee situation can be
traced hack 162 research, project that
went awry. In 1956, a Rrazilian pect-
«wist imported African vatieticg ol Apix
mellifera and bred thent with f umpt af
varietics in Brgzil. 11 purp Ta
improve trapical T puc v o by
creatmygy a htiney bee -J-ﬁ‘ Jor Tt
climates '

‘But the expesimental ¢ clonies e
ace it ity released before the genei
cisteonhd arsess e hylbrid bee's
characlenistics,

Uinfortunately, these « lactenstics,
according to scientistsat fhe ARS
Baton Ronge Tab, wetide less haney



production and less cflicient poiiing-

tiorn. Roscarch showed that comparcd to

European hees; ‘Africanized bees: collect
nectar with less: ‘sugar, ‘carry smaller
Londs, make longer Irips, and don’t
conmmunicale as much with fellow bees
about good nectar locations.,

Since thiese bees threalen o come 1o
ihe United States, heekeepers and
Farmess fear for their businesses. And
with reason: Bees produce $150 million
worlh of honey and pollinale $20 billion
wnrlh of crops every year.

But pcthps more [rightening to
people is the Alricanized bees”

“People sometimes refer
to these bees as more
aggressive, buf thai's not
really an accurate ferm.
What they are is more

defensive.”

Theras Rinderer, ARS penieticist, Baton
Rouge, Louisians

repulation for stinging in greater
numbers and with less provocalion than
Ewppean bees.  Although their venom
s o inTe - poisonaus than thal ol their
Faropean counlerparts, the greater
number o stings can lead 1o shock and
possibly death in a victim.

When proveked, the bees will also
chase a suspeeted hive molester a lot
farther—up 10 a mile; the European
type generally gives up after a few
dozen fect. o

“People somelimes refer 1o these
bees as more! aggresswe, but that’s not
really an accurate term,” says Rinderer
of the Baton Rouge lab. “What they are
15 More det’eris’iv‘é‘ " Hc‘ 'cxp'i:».i'ms Lh'a"L
hwo anpcnw ht,ug .‘d.u &, A8 _wcfl bt
not as [iereely.

And lig adds, there is somie good
news 10 the story. Interbreeding with
‘native European populations has made
zach peneration of the Africanized bees
gentler. “The bees in Mexico are niot
the same as the ones in Brazil and
certainly not: the sameas those in
Africa.” What that means s Lhal the

g
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,A.P.? plnnl physlolagist Gernld Luper adjusty o hee trap 1l wiil be sospended

from & balloon tefhered 25 to 50 feet nbove the groond. Once the drones have

‘heen drawn near by 2 syntheticguesn bes phersmpng; cigarette filters dyad to

look lke queens litre therit lito the trap. Radar trulier In baekpround is ased o)
tlrack proups of drones Iy fitpht. (0587543124



more Jcsirable characteristics of
Furopean bees have soficned Lhe
negative ones of the original African-
ized hybrids. ' _

USDA officials are taking full
advantage of this definite—albeit
slow —lendency o change genetically
withinterbreeding.  Two USDA groups
ahout 500 miles: sonth of the U.S.
‘border—at Veracruz in (he cast and
Oaxica in the west—have been import-
ing and releasing gentle European bees
1o interbreed with Africanized bees
there. They alsa trap swarming bees in
bait hives and destroy them with
sitflocation by sealing the hivein a
plastic bag. '_

ARS research i the Baton Rouge lab
confribited o the knowledge necessary
fo implement the program, and scien-
lists there contimue to support control
clfonts _

The Lwo anits started as a project
between the Mexican government and
USDA ta trap and kill the bees in 1986,
That has slawed Lhe bees some; by
expert projections, (hey coiild have
arrived in south Texas in 1987 or 1988,
Rinderer says. But they'te still 500
miles south of the horder.

In ¢ase'the bees do come 10 the
United States, ARS scientists hope o
help beekeepers and the public'be
ready. Research (o do this follaws.

Stopping and Controlling
Africanized Bees

H. Allen Sylvester and colieagucs al
the Bator Rouge lab arc “mapping,” ot
{dentilying and localing, the genes of
European bees. “We want 1o geneti-
cally engineer a strain of the more
geniite domestic bess that will outcom-
pete the' Africanized bees in some
way," Sylvester says. For example, @
hacterium called Bocillus larvae causes
one of the worst honey hee tiseases,
called American foul brood. The
scientisls hope to find-a way to modily
Huropean honey bees to produce a
sacterinm-killing protein called
cecropin (sakropin).. The gene that
‘allows insects w do this has been
identified in a moth; now Sylvester and
Rir lerer ane working to find a way 1O
get (hat gene to honey bees,

Then, beekeepers would have the
bacterilm-resistant strain in Lheir hive

WILLIAM RUBINKG

il
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Bait hives are asssmbled by M‘ex&an Department of Agricoliure technis

clans near Cludad Vietyria In esstern Mexico. The hives provide niesting

places for Afrlcantzed bees that will Tater be desir

yards amd-could set oul honey bails with
foul brood spores mixed in, The boney
wonld attract any honey bee that comes
along inlo eating it. 'The genetically
engincered European ongs, becatise of
their new gene, would kill the baclerium
hidden in it, hul nonresistant Alrican-
ized hees wauld die.
- Rinderer says his group is also work-
ing on finding natural and synthstic
compounds 10 subidue (he beos. One
winner: 2 mosquito tepsllant developed
by ARS in the 1950's, called Deet,
which i§ now in more than 30 insect
epellants on the markel. Deel quickly
sulidues bees in'lab tests. Although the
bees evenually 1ecover, Deel makes
them stop stinging completely at the mo-
menl, givmg 4 victim Bine K fun away.
“it°s kind of like Mace in thal it lempo-
rarily denilitates them,” Rinderer says.

He poinisont thar Deet would fave 1o
Iy sprayed in (he air near the person or
animal being stung, Tn (ests, sprayig
the compound directiy on the skin '
bedore the «tack was not as effecuve al
subJuing the hees as was penmeating the
air with it atthe moment of atiack.

For natinnal parks and other outdoor
public areas, the scientists have dovel-

‘oped a system for trapping and killing

oyed. (BBRW1395)

— = g,

Africanized bees are likely to
<warm several thmes nyear,
avcynnthng Tor their zapid
propagation. This swarm, near
“fapchula, Mexiea, wis destroyel.

Africanizod bees i o way thal 1s envi-
ronmentally sound. Officials conld put
out a sugarsyrup: bait and check Lo see
what Kind of bees have responded 10 it
Rinterer says. [[ Africantzed bees are
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there, they would put a couple of drops
of poison in the syrup to kill the bees.
“Since there is no spraying, risk to the
environment is minimal,” he says.

Detecting and Atiracting Bees

/At the Carl Hayden Bee Research
Center in Tucson, Arizona, scientists
are tracking bees with radar as they
search for mates (o leam exactly how far
and where a queen gocs to find a group
of males. They hope 1o fill beekeepers
i on how far and in what direction a

Africanized Bees

Mexico and southern Texas, Located
along the Alricanized bees’ predicied
corridor of wravel inta the United States,
the traps are baited with a chemical that
Jures both types of bees.

The traps will do two things: Let sci-
entists know if and when Africanized
bees infiltrale the area and in what

qucen flics to mate. “That way, a
beekeeper could check her probable

destination for Africanized males

before letting her fly 1o mate,” says
Gerald Loper. [If Africanized males are
there, the beekeeper could replace them

‘with European males,

Also, by learning where males gather
to mate, arcas where Africanized bees
may spread could be predicted so that

their arrival could be anticipated and
they could be destroyed.

quantity, and provide information abom

existing European populations in the
area.

Monitoring Earopean bees now will
tell scientists il Africanized bees
spread bee parasiles and if they change
the native bee's body size and swarm-
ing behavior. “That will give officials
in other areas advance warning of what
lo expect and how fast,

Agricultural Rescarch/January 1989

Another project is'developing the
best hives for trapping swarms of

~ The officials in Mobile; Alabama,
haven't had any more Africanized bee
trouble, with the possible exception of a
couple of siragglers that escaped Lan-
Gau's spray. The day after Landay
collecied his sampic, a sievedore who.
works for the same company as Marti-
nez “got the siragglers with a broom
and gave theni to me,” Landau says.
Fortunately, beekeepers and the public
can rely on research—not brooms—io
ready them for the arrival of the Afri-
canized honmey bee.

“Honey Beas Abroad™

=, There's renewed demand
h for this short brochure,
2 originally intended a5 a

Y training &id for U.S,

== givilians and military per-
sonnel goinig cverseas, Today, it's
proving to be-relevant reading for the

“_!g—

Alricanized bees. Scientists have

worked out exactly which odors attract

these hybridized bees and how much

room they like when they select 2 new
nest, If Africanized bees arrive, these
custom-made hives could be set oul lo
trap bees and monitor areas for spread.
If Africanized bees do move in, they
could be destroyed..

William Rubink, of the Honey Bes
Research Laboratory in Weslaco,
Texas, has set up three lines of traps,
each 115 miles long. in northem

thousandy of Americans who wonder il
ihey'll be affected by an immigration of
Africanized bees. _

Brief and to the point, the brochure is
based on the practical experiences ol
bee researchers. It tells how to deal
with the sting-prone honey bees found
in tropical Africa, Asia, and Latin
America. Send for your copy of USDA/
ARS Program Aid 1425, Honey Becs
Abroed, available in limited quantities
{rom thc USDA Office of Information,
Washingtlon, DC 20250-1300.—By
Jessica Morrison, ARS.

{If you are interested in contacting
scientists mentioned in this article,
write ar telephone the Editor, Agricul-
tural Research, Bldg. 005, Beltsviile
Agriculiural Research Center-West,
Belsville, MD 20705 (301) 344-
3280.f »

| Agriculturi Rescarch

Agricultural Research

Cover: Slaning from an accidental release
near Sao Paulo, Brazil, in 1956, African-
European hybrid honey bees have spread
over most of tropical and subtropical South
America, all of Central America, and now
within 500 miles of the United States'
southemn berder. Cover design by Sandy
Henry, ARS. |
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December 23, 1988

Sharon Gibbons, Editor

Missouri State Beekeéper Asscciation
314 Quinnmoor Drive

Ballwin, MO 63011

Dear Sharon,

Enclosed you will find the results of the 1088 Varroa Mite Survey
conducted in Missouri by Missouri Depariment of Agriculture and USDA
personnel.

As you can sze, two different surveys were conducted. The first
survey I asked Missouri beekeepers to bring in samples of adult bees
before we obtained the Apistan (fluvalinate) strips, and the other
was conducted entirely by MDA and USDA personnel using the Apistan
strips.

1 think we did an excellent survey and it couldn't have been
accomplished without the fine coopzration of the Missouri beekcepers
who participated by bringing samples of adult bees and then allowing
us to sample their apiaries using the Apistan strips. Please thank
all of them in your newsletter for this fine coaperative spirit. As
you can see, we did not find any Varroa Mites and hopefully this will
keep other states from‘placﬁng restrictive exterior guarantines on
Missouri honey bees., As always, you can count on Missouri beekeepers
to do their gg@t-in helping this vital industry.

|'—”I
Thanks 'again and I hope everyone has a Happy Holiday Sesson!

Sincerely,

/Joseph E. Fré&rncka
State Entomologist

JEF/dmb
Enclasure K
y L
l_l. * DIVISION OF PLANT INDUSTRIES
Telephone [314)751-2462 F.O_L Box 630, lefierson City, MO 65102-0630 1618 Misseuri Boulavard

Aarillfissois
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MISSOURL COUNTIES SURVEYED FOR
VARROA MITES DURING 1988

Adair . Greene Polk

Benton Howard Putnam

Boone Jackson Rallg
Butler Lafeayestie Randolph
Cellaway Marion 8t. Charles
Chariton Monitean St. Genevieve
Clay New Madrid . 8t. lLouis
Cole Pemigcot Taney
Crawford Phelps Warran
Dunklin Platte St. Francola
Franklin

Total: 31 different counties surveyed
# 24 different counties were surveyed using fluvalinate strips
with 65 Aplaries sampled, with & total of 1,589 coloniea, and
216 actual colonies surveyed
¥ 1b different counties were surveyed using visuel examination--
Collected 500 bees per sample in slcohol and examinéd by
USDA persomnel. A total of U5 splaries were sampled.

. d
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SLIDE AND TAPE LIBRARY UPDATE
Please add to list published in December, a VHS Video Tape from
THE NATIONAL HONEY BEOARD "A GOLDEN OPFPORTUNITY" 211:53 u;lna.
Order from: John J, Hartmenm, Rt, 5, Box 714, 3353 Frog Hollow Road
Jefferson Clty, Mo. 65109

TR R B I I SR N

In the last newsletter, I forgot to thank our wein speaker from
last October's State Meeting. Richerd F. Trump was a very interesting
speaker, and we were so happy he could come. He has written a funny
book, I guess entertaining would be more appropriate, about beekeeping.
Tt is titled “BEES and thelr KEEPERS", It coste $17.95 hardcover
end can be purchased from BEEKEEPTNG EDUCATION SERVICE, P.0. Box 817

Cheshire, Connecticub 06410

***’*****%%%*********
ORTENTAT RARBIT (or chicken) APPETIZERS

To be served at the AgriMissouri Buffet on March 1hth ﬁ
ol

1 cup HONEY Mix together. Simmer 10 mins.
L} tgp. Sherry wine Dip deep-fryed pileces of rabbit
3 Tbap. Soy Sauce or chicken nuggets into seues,
2 tep. chopped ginger root a

5 Tbsp. Dijon Mustard
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FROM THE EDITOR:

A mourtsin of paper sits on my desk prior to writing this newsletter,
I wish all of the beekeeping information was heppy news 1like listening tTo
Gene Killion last Thursdey evening talk about the "Joys of Besekeeping'.
He talked about the joy of smelling new pine supers as you pound nails inteo
them; of the aroma of new foundation, the first dandelion with a honeybee
vigorously working it, of gentle honeybees producing beautiful newly-drawn
honeycomb and sc On... I get to write sbout the latest in varroa mite
control, the dangers of adulterating honey with chemicals, and so on.

Joe FRANCKA wrote 2 nice letter thenking all of you who cooperated
with the varroa mite survey. He did not Tind varroa inm Missourl end we
are officislly considered a mite-free state. The national quarantine
went into effect on March lst. Joe will talk more about thig at the March
tate Meeting. It is important that you do not use any chemicals for mite
econtrol until we sctually have the problem.

A special USDA advisory committe on varroa mite hag met twice to dyew
up regulations for interstate mite control. The committee consiats of 18
individuals representing goverament agencles (7), growers(k), bee breeders (2),
migratory (1), epiary inspectors (1), the beekeeping industry (2), plus one
person speaking solely for the netion's 150,000 or more hobbyist beekeepers,
The proposed rules Toeus on migratory beekeeping and, if passed, will state:

1. they may return only to the sreas they visited last year,

. ‘they may not stop in any uninfested state,
they must heve & transit visa from APHIS,
tney mmst provide en itinerary,
they may transport clean or treated bees only,
they mnst net and/or screen thelr nives,
they must travel approved interstate routes only, aend
they may not acguire new customers or territories.

o~ O a1
- L] o - d

The varroa mite eventuslly will come to Missouri, and once here,beekeepers
will heve to kesp informed about contolling it. At the American Beekeeping
Federation meeting Ysst month, I learned that the mite could become reslstant
to the chemicala used. I also learned how upset & group of Indians beekeepers
Were because the Apistan gtrips had been incorrectly used. It seemed that

the inspectors had failed to remove Uthe Apistan gtrips from hives infected
wlth verroa mite. The bees had gone inte winter cluster with the strips in
the niveg. MAnother miticide named Amitrez developed by Norsm Chemical Co.
is/or could be en alternative. It has not been spproved for beekeeping use.
When it is, it could be used %o control both tracheal and varroa mites.

T stopped by one of the booths at the APF meeting in Indienapolis and talked to
a representative from Dewill, Inc. This firm develops non-drug treatments of
pests and dlseases. He experimented with pipe tobacco smoke as his smoker
fuel on verros infested hives and found that it was as effective &aa fluvelinate
in producing mite drop-off withia 2-3 minutes. If tobacco smoke works 28 &
detection tool, would it work ae a controll In the current issue (Feb.83) of
Gleaninge, Dr. Rogez Morse menbions thet tobacco smoke 1s uged in Europe.
“Wilton Holmes, Senior Operations Officer with APHIS of the USDA, eaid he
wasn't sure 1if it was legal for beekeepers in this country to use tobacco
smoke to dstect wvarroa., The Environmental Protection Agency has some strange
laws vegsrding how materials that will ki1l insects or miteg may be used.
Since tobacco is & carcinogen, its use may not be approved.

What we ell need to think about is--What will g1l these chemicels do to
the guality of honey? Worse yet, what will the consumer do if chemicals ere
found in some honey? Read on,..from news artlcles just printed this week.
California is setting the pacel!l
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ANTIBTOTICS IN ANIMAL FEED BLAMED FOR SIX U.S. DEATHS A YEAR

The routine use of sntibiotics in animal feed ig responsible Tor six
deaths and 1,000 cases of food polsoning a year, an expert penel of the
National academy of Sciences said Thursdey, Feb, 2,1989.

But the panel purposefully undermined its own conclusions, warning that .
its estimetes were unreliable and should not be used to justify regulatory
action by the federal government. 7

The penel's report is thus likely to prolong for several more years
an already decades-lang debate over whether the government sghould allow
farmers to routinely sdd entibiotics to feed... to prevent disease rather
than to treat disease zsfter it occurs.

Page 4, THE SPEEDY BEE, February 1989

Viewpoint

Will Pure Honey Be the Loser?

BY ANDY NACHBAUR

Lous Banos, CA 3363

Some of the northemn Caliomia
beekeepars who have been moving
out of state for many years are
avoiding detection by the use of
Amitraz last year and fluvalinate
Lhis year. Since, asfaras I can find

3

out, no one is looking in honey for ~

anything but solfa, EDB and
teramycin, they will get away
with it. T have yet to find any lab
that can detect fluvalinate in
honcy.,  Amilraz GETL
tecovered in honey from hives
lreated legally in Califomnia one
year afier reatment.

The “beckesping industry is

support oo honey with  these
chemicals. It will not mater who
caused the problem. The cost of
checking honey for chemicals is
not small and will be passed back
1o the producer.

It is sad that the negotiated
milemaking commitiee had 1o
public. or consumer representation
or FDA and USDA Commodity
Credit Corporation, or even a
member from the honey packing
industry or honey promotion
board, My own personal view is
that this type of milemaking may
work well in labor-management

seiting off a tme bomb by signations and in  communist
allowing themselves 1o be forced countries but has not worked for
tc use any chemical. Boih the the bee industry.

public and FDA- are not going 10
care how or why beckeepers put
chemical pesticides into. honty.
And you can be sure that no
govemment agency will give prce

No hive of bees has been found
in California with moge than a few
varroa miles, and no damage 10
any hive of bees has been noted.
This may come later, and the real
question i§ which'will happen first,
ihé logs of pure honey or the loss
of bees. My bet is pure honey will
be the loser.
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A debate heats up
over pesticides

By Chiistine Berieleot
Olthe Pout-Dlapateir Stal Manch "é; 19%4

é AUTION: These vegetables may
conialn pestlcide residues
hatardous [0 your health”

sl Ifalocal consumer group has

\ts way, frulis and vegeiables sl ihe”

supermarkel would De displayed with

warntugs and Informatien abpol the amount af

pesticide residies they contaln. o

Pat Sonnecler, a representative of St Louis
Group for Sale Food, sald gracers here shoula
follow fhe lead of Callfornia grocery chalns:
that test thelr frults'and vegetables for
pestlcide residues and post the results
plongstae e prices ln lhe produce alsle.
“The group alze 18 pushing for state laws
requiting certifcation and.labeling of

\organically grown produce In Missourd.

“Poogle want (o know whai ts in thelr fond
g0 théy ¢an make on lnformed cholce end not
get ripped Gff," Sonnscker sald.

Will Pure Honey Be the Loser?

The Active
Corvumer

~The bounty hunter, & romantic
figure in (élevision and novels of
the Old West, has been reborn in
Califarnia.

 Anew California law could result in
N_glmrpﬁméﬂh&cheﬂtraufepum;r.

A new Culifornin law soys n
warning lsbel is reguired on any-
thing contnining enything that
causes cancer or birth defects, un-
less it can be proven thal the
amotnt pases *no gignificant risk”
teven though Federal law: already

‘prohibits  hurmiul  amounts of
chemicals in products).

The bounty hunter comes into
the picture because the California
law—called Proposition’ 65-—says
anyons ean institute an action. Ac-
cording to Lhe National Center for
Policy Analysis thal mesns Citizen
John Due can tell the attorney gen-
eral that Macs Deli is selling
silami that containe o known car-
cinogen. 1f'the atlorney general his
not moved against Mac's Deliwith-
in 60 days, Doe can bring his own
court action. Il he wins, he gets 25
percent of & $2600-per-day penalty
jevied on Mac’s Deli and THE
BURDEN OF PROOF (and the cost af
‘proving it) IS ON MAC o prove that

i salami is safi.

A Ph,D.isn't required to eée that
this places great temptation before
vompetitors, disgruntied ex-em-
ployees, jealous friends and under-
employed lawyers.

The matter is'vastly complicated
by the fact thut elmost everything
we gal, deink, wear; touch or use
contuing some amountol some car-
cinogen, or Loxic chemical,  Almost
every food contains them naturally.
Chlorinated Lap water containg the
curcinogen, chloroform.

Tha:upshot is that courts will be
deciding what should be decided by
research scivntists: Andifother ve-
‘Livists in other states copy Califor-
i, ulveady 2 major Lrend-seller in
America, Lhe nation could have 5(
dilferent sets of rules foralimost ev-
erything we consume,
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Beginning e o

' BEE MANAGFMENT IN MARCH--- do only in good weather with temp. above 55 degrees

Close end remove dead colouies.
Lift top eover to check stores.

Fead weak colonles, if less than 15 pounds of honey.
unite a wesk colony with & strong one, using the newspaper

In place of feeding,
Clean bottom bosrds,

Ingpect for disease and Teed drugs as necessary.
Repeair and refurbish remalining equipment.

If temperature remeina cold, check for desd
them out with a stick or coat hanger.
MOVE YOUR HIVE if lecation isn*t a good one.

Jim Thaxter's srticle sbout choosin

Part Il
Fastsning Hives Together for Moving

LET'S AGREE THAT If you plan en-
ly to move hives in order to escape
from pasticldes or you move o maollfy
your nalghbors who are mad and
threaten tosue because you have bad
tamnperad bees, the standard hlve
staplea you buy at the bee supply ara
OIK. You must remember the siaples
are used only on the gldes of the
hives, and each staple !s nailed so It
slants upward and Inward. See photo
1.

1t you do not have stapleson hand,

one by four Inches of guarter inch

122

plywoed can be cut and drilled. Then
you'Install the strips |ust like stapies.
You do not use nalls to hold the
strlps. You use seven elghts or three
guarisr Inch roeflng tacks: Agaln, see
photo 1. '

On the other hand anyone who
movas hls bees on a reguiar basis is
stark raving mad |i he uses staples.
Say you move 1o the blueberries for
pollination — then to blackberries

then to the thistle or flreweed and

than home. Every time you chseck the
hives you have o remove the staples
and wheri you move you have 1o
restaple, The constani nalling and
removing of the staples shortly
demolishes good supers which are
not cheap even if you make your own.

So sizples are out.

Marel, 1983

method.

bees clogging the opening-scoop

See following instructions and
& good slte.

How to . . .
- Load and
Move Bees

By THURBER

Sirips _uf Al‘hpl‘ll eré anglod Inward and
ugward on sides only. Wire bandad with
plastle etrapping.

Your ‘alterpatives to staples ara
stesi strapping, plastic strapplng of
nylon-dacron webbing with'soms kind
of iensloning buckle. I do not think
steel strapping |8 appreclaled or
walcome. In the forests of on farms.
Deer and domestlc llivestock have
been crippted or killed when they get
their fest entangled in steel strapp-
ing, and so | think anyone who uses
stesl strapping’ls il advisad even it It
does nol andanger gnimals. Whan It
gets tangled In farm equipment, your
welcome Is Instantly worn out. So the
clear choice as | sae It Is plastle
atrapplng with metal bockles or the
webbing and tensioning buckles.

(Continued onpage 12§)
QLEANINGS IN BEE CULTURE
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 THAXTER'S BEES

Finding hive locations

» e cl the beekeeping jobs | like
0 least is moving Bess, but it is sams-
times necessary: Hivea inay nob
be praducing encuah haney. indicating
an overstacked drea ar crawded yard, A
nelghbor might complainabout the bees’
proximity of just bé nervous having them
nearby. A landlerd may have otber plans
for yow currant hive localion. Thess are
just a few of (he reasons that might maka
bee relncation necessary.

Hive locations are fairly: easy to find.
There may nat he such a Wing as a
perfectlocation; butasite evaluzlion may
‘mean fewer moves. Whal kind of honey
plants @ra i the area? ls the source
reliable? |5 there a long or shoriduration
hangy Now? 18 the arse subjsclto a land
use change? Some piants, such as black
(poust, produce neclar that the bees will

_*isryeadily, but weather canditions dur-
w2 Itisir blooming period often make tsm
an unrsiiable source of honey, Todl, rainy
days generally seem lo accompany ihe
Jopust Bloam, which anly lasts for 2 few
days Gusty windsin [he spring can pré-
vant tha Beas fram fiying and sasily blow
the llowers apar, Logust \rees make &
fine norey, bul they are not a -source |

Locust trees and
alfalfa make good
honey, but neither is
a reliable source.

[ St e SN e

rely an lor notiey production. It may lake
several years of observation lo determine
what haney sources mighl be reliable’in
your area. Alialia reportedly praduces
qocd naniay. but most fields are cut for
fay juel as the plants starf blooming. A
numbier of naney-groducing planis may
be iy your area, butif they aren‘t allowed

produce nectar, they wen'l do you
auch good.

In some yards, hives may not groducs
much honey because hers ars too maay
rives for the area. Heducing the number
ol hives from 18 to five or 10 should
increase the production per hive: '‘When
selecling a new home foc those surplus

Missour Farm  JulylAugust ‘83

By Jim Thaxier

colbries, try to find cut if other colonies
are already in the area. It won't do much
geod ta move from ona crowded area to
another, and a fellow beskegper may not

appreciats the increased compslition.

b general racommendation in most

books is lo find a losation hat gets il

morning stn and at least partial shade in
the aftemoen. This would probably be
tha ldea! situation. | have had bees do
well in partial shade all day, full sun all
day, morning shadeg and aiterncon sumn,
but | hava never had bees do a good job
of producing henay in full shade all day.
Bees also need a source of waler for
keeping the hive Interior cocl. Some bees
collect water and put it in cells. House
bees use heir wings to fan air over the
water and thus use svaporative caoling

MISSOURI
FARM
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as @ir conditioning. Water within half a
mileis close enough, but bees will always
seek out tha nearest source. |l you are
counling on the bees to lind the creek
aver yondse, but the nisighbor’s swimming
pool is closer, prepare to find anather
location.

e ————~ ———
Hives placed too
near a creek may

end up taking a float

trip during periods
of high water.

On the othér hand, hives placed too
near 2 crgek may end up laking a float
trip during pericds of high water. Upland
locations can also have moisture prob-
lems. Watch for depressional areas where
water collgcts during rainy weather. Wet
battom boards for bees are lika wet feet
in cold waather for people. It promotes
the growth of molds and fungi which,
combined ‘with the warmih in the brood
nest, can lgad o health problems.

| have found thatliving in 2 house with
& southern exposure and protection from
the north and west winds is a pleasant
and comforiable experience. A bee yard
opén to the south will be likely to getthe
'sur: itneeds, oo, Sun helps maintain dry
conditiens in the yard, especially impor-
i2nl during the spring and fall rainy sea-
‘sons: Winier sun helps tha bees, loo. Iis
heat during late winter days can warm
the bees enough to'let them take cleans-
ing llights: regular bees are happy bees.
Shaded bees will remain hive-bound on
these sams days, losing an opportunity’
to remove dead hivemales and eliminate
body wasts:

Locating hives near the road will make
access much easier for the beekesper,
but may alse ericourage theft or vandal-
iam. | like tolook for areas near the road,
but with some caover behind bushes of
trees, Placing hives within sight of a
house can also afford seme protection
against people doing things they ‘would
rather not be seen daoing..

9
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Spring 18 spiung
by Jim Stokes

When can you safely check youwr hives for the first time? 01d

pro‘s may open their hives at 45 degreess, aquickly check the

ol ony condition, and close the hive. 1§ you are just starting
o want to examine the interior thoroughly, you may wait until
Lhe temperaturs reasches 6% degrees and the sun is shining. What
vow do and when you do it ie determined by the weather, the scil
in your area, and the seasan, and that changes as you move around
the state. Also, when you do it i determined by the time you
have available. Fortunately, we beskeepers have same Qo d help
Fupting the store when we are away. The bess. They may not read
e sane books we do but they seem knowledgeable. And they are
alwave on the jobsite.

1f vou are a beskeeper, yow may have made new hives last winter.
14 you installed the fouwndation in the frames, cheetk it again
mefore Yyou give it to the bmes. it may be wery wavy. The
prperts say the foundation in the brood area is critical and i+
tl Jeans Lo one side At won't be Jeep enaugh o beems te ral se
braod. Having a frane only halt usable dmakes a pood argument o
WLF Lrg your  Franes and enbedding the foundation for the brood

el B, 11 may niob e critical for honey storage units, but the
Firet Lime e btwo you exlyract from supers, the estra strength
el e whel you spin bhe exbractor too fast, What happens when
VML Qv Dby soundation o the bees far in advance of their
mesde? 1L mayv be 50 degrees outside the hive but the bees are
Fraising brood and the Tempgratuwre may be rear 9% degrees inside
the Hive. Thalt will make the {feoundation veary eoft and it may
warp riaht over into the next fraime. Yo can remove the wavy
Fourndation from the frames, lay if flat, and in a few days it
will Be just like nesw.

When Lo super up?  How many supers should you have on the hives?
Tall to local beékegpers Since they are familiar with nectar
LW LN YO ar e . T Fawe & hive on a plakform seale amd
measwred & 22 pouwnd gain in gn@ day in the St. Charlegs area.
Frod other reports as much as 43 pounds may cope in per day. Tt
te chrrtain that 14 you don’t have the supars on the ndvey, the
Bess cantt F11] them.  And yow will never kTiow what vou nissed.
14 wow Can only get Lo your site onoe a week., three empty shallow
supeErs might be proper. 1f yow rely on seeing new was on top
Bars to tell you when to super. watich v el F . During the
harnoyd | ow last yeasr oy bees filled five =hallow supers and never
Caprat] & cell. They waited until after the honey flow was over
boy map the cellsc

pan™t Forget te use Terramycin eaply. It prevents Foul brood by
Lilling the epores before they get @ Toehold. And guit uwsing it
A menth before bhe honsytlow.

Doy oyeny Find 1L hard Bo LifL & full super? Try installing & one
Ly Uwe wood o cleat on your super jush above the Faridbmld . 1t
helps.  And o say thank yiw, Me. Langstrobth, who gid 3t in 1852.
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Form approvec
! A OMB NO. D581-015:
_ | HONEY PRODUCER DONATION FORM | : -0
HOMNEY RESEARCH, PROMOTION AND CONSUMER INFORMATION ORDER

VOLUNTARY DONATION - Exempt honey producers are not assessed under the program but zan make a voluntary fax
deductible donation to the National Honey Board. Donations from exempt persons/organizations can be of any dolliar
amount. This.meney will be used for nationally coordinated honey marketing research, promolion and consumer information
programs aimed al expanding markeis for honey producers. Asa supporier, you will be helping to promote honey use and will
receive a regular National Honey Board Update.

| ‘wish to make a Voluniary Donation fo 1he national markeling work of ihe Honey Board. Enclosed is my dorniation of
S {$10minimum suggested—no maximum)losupport thiswork. NOTE: Dpnation is tax deductible. Make your

check payable t6: National Honey Beard. Thank yeou for your support. !

Return to: National Honey Board, 5535 Nelson Road, Box €, Longmont, Colorado 80501,

(Eltat name) {rledie) {Loni) {Phone}

{RFD ot Shreell (Ciiyy {S1sie/Zip) Dole

WITH HONEY - MUSTARD GLAZE

1 8 ez can tomato sauce

L pup salad oil

L cup orange juice

% eup cider vinegar

1% ‘Lsp dried oregano, crushed

CHICKEN BAR B Q ;

HONEY-BAKED RABBIT

1 box Pel-Freez Rabbit, thawad
% cup margaring, melted

! tap salt % cup honsy _
6 pepper corns 2 tbls. prepared mustard
1 eleve garlic, minced } \‘;g ;a:;per

2 uhole chicken bréasts, split
li eliicken legs = ineluding ‘thipls
Honey-mustard glaze:

In largse sorew hop jar, cambine all ingredients
cxeept ebicken and glaze. Cover and shake vigorously
to bl[-_'nd- Tn shallow dish pour this sauce mixtire
over the chicken. Cover and marinate at least 2 hrs
at room temperaturé or over night Iin refrigerator,
turning occasionalty. Drain; reserving marinade.
Grill chicken over medium coals for L5 to 50 minutes,
brushing with maripade -and turning frequently. Just
befors serving brush with Honey-mustard glaze.

g{_oney-Mustard Olaze: Canbine % cup honey and
%% tsp dzy mustard.

Serves &

Rttt e et e Rttt s

1 tsp. curry powder

Arrange rabbil in shallow baking pan, Mix
ather ingredignts and pour over rabbit. Bake
at 3507 for 1% hours, basting frequently un-
il browned.

Serves four.

1Shown atright

\Récipes for rabbit are at least 3,000
years o/d. Many ancignt vases have been
found with decorations of long-legged rab-
bits in running positions. Archestratus,
wiiter af the world's first book on cookery
in 350 B.C.; simply-satted. spited, and
roasted rabbir, serving it hor



TO MEMBERS

e are interested in each and every one of our membera, and although we
cannot give each one the individuel attention we would like, we try to make
your membership mesningful and trust 1t adds zest, pleasure gnd profit to your
beekeeping endesvor. You may not even heve bees, but your interest in beea
and whet the bees contribute to our nstion's economy will lead to prosperity
for all,

1f you have a few minutes, I would sppreclate having a few lines from you,
and you may be sure it will mske the Jjob of belng editor more pleasurable,

If you know of any beekeeper who does not ‘belong to Missouri State Beekeepers
Association, please pass this newsletter on to them and encourage them to join.

Dues are $4.00 per year. Make check payable to "Missouri State

Beelkeepers Association". If you belong to a locel association, pay

$3.00 state dues through your local treasurer.

ENCIOSED IS $ for YEARS OF MEMBERSHIP.
NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZIP
PHONE

Mail to: JIM HAUSAM
F.0.BOX 141 o
LINCOLN, MG, 65338
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